
Scottish silver & horn snuff mull
Maker Not Recorded
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REF: 2936 

Width: 85 mm (3.35") 

Depth:  70 mm (2.76") 

Diameter:  40 mm (1.57") 

Description

Classic William IV highly polished, silver-mounted ram's horn snuff mull with a multi-faceted quartz stone
inset into the lid. The secure hinged silver lid is nicely hand chased with traditional decorative thistles and
ensures the snuff inside is not spoiled by being exposed to the air.

The ritual of taking snuff - the ground form of tobacco - became popular in Britain in the 1600s, and
particularly prevalent in Scotland. As a variation of a snuff box, the word mull comes from a Scottish dialect
word for mill and mulls were most frequently crafted from a ram's horn and sometimes sea shells. Like this
fine example, snuff mulls were often decorated with rock crystal, marble and other semi-precious materials
indigenous to Scotland, set into a silver lid.
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